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More than 47 percent of builders and contractors
surveyed by the Cold-Formed Steel Engineers
Institute ranked Pin Fastening as their number-
two priority for framing with cold-formed steel;
number one was Training. And why not? Tradi-
tional methods forfastening CFS can be laborious,
use excess materials, and not accommodate
many of the fastening combinations encountered
on today’s jobs. »» »




Common uses for pins include fas-
tening various materials or fixtures
to a variety of steel gauges. Many of
us have attached CFS to plywood, ori-
ented strand board or gypsum board.
But did you know that pins are being
used successfully to join up to five
layers of steel-to-steel, or fastening
to structural steel, and that pins are
installed at speeds that are five to 10
times faster than conventional fasten-
ing methods?

The growth in the use of CFS fram-
ing has created innovative designs for
structural assemblies that require new
fastening methods to create new eco-
nomic viability for steel. The demand
is growing rapidly, and pin fastening
has kept ahead of the curve with in-
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What Else Is Being Done?

The Technical Development Com-
mittee for CFSEI has begun work
toward creating new standards and
design guides to increase the use
of pins for CFS construction. They
are causing the development of the
following:

2 Minimum test standard results
that can be used to interpolate/ex-
trapolate fastener performance.

< Data to support new “Safety Fac-
tor” recommendations for various

Building Code Evaluation Services.

<2 Evaluations of various fastener
testing in 20 gauge to 22 gauge and
33ksi to 90ksi steels.

< Evaluations of various fastener
installation speeds.

= A matrix of test protocols for
comparisons of fastening methods.

A key to the development and use
of fastener evaluation protocols will
be their effects on “safety factors”
used to design CFS structures. As
mentioned, the outdated use of the
safety factors created for pins in
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For More Information
You can learn more about pin fas-
tening equivalency by contacting

the Cold Formed Steel Engineers
Institute, www.cfsei.org; from Aero-
smith Fastening Systems, (800)
528.8183 or www.aerosmithfasten-
ing.com; or the Steel Framing Alli-
ance at www.steelframingalliance.
com.

Fred Shearer &
Sons, Inc, constructed
the beautiful ceiling
feature that graces the
deli at New Seasons
Market in Lake Oswego,
Oregon, and Accu-Arc
track played a vital role
in the project’s success.
Far more details,

visit our website:
accu-arc.com
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Fred Shearer &

Saons, Inc. is a drywall,
metal-framing and
ceiling subcontractor.

The company was

Accu-Arc® serves up savings in time,

labor and project costs.

Accu-Arc curved-wall track lets you build incredibly appealing
ceiling structures, like this elliptical design with multiple reveals
at New Seasons Market in Lake Oswego, Oregon.

established in 1916
and is proud to be
the oldest operating
licensed building

contractor in Oregon.

Tim Dexter, project manager with Fred Shearer & Sons
in Beaverton, Oregon, says, “Accu-Arc is very reasonably
priced. And their ability to finish on time and on budget
keeps us coming back for more.

"They go the extra mile to meet us at the project site
and make sure that what we ordered will accomplish

what we need.”

Available in several configurations.

Specify Accu-Arc track in light or heavy gauges—for curved-
wall, curved-angle, elliptical and arched configurations.

For more information, call us toll-free: 1-888-288-3828.
Distributor inquiries are welcome.

Serving the building industry and the West Coast since 1985.
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